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Indigenous Social Development in Nantou County: A
Preliminary Study of Institutional Comparison and

Archival Data Analysis

Abstract

This study employs secondary data analysis and institutional comparison to
examine the current conditions, key characteristics, and institutional differences of
Indigenous social development in Nantou County across three dimensions: economic
development, social welfare, and education and culture.

The findings show that, in terms of economic development, Indigenous
households in Nantou County are significantly more likely to incorporate cultural
elements into their economic activities, reflecting a locally embedded cultural economy.
However, employment income remains concentrated in the low- to middle-income
range, and some households face relatively high financing and loan interest burdens. In
the area of social welfare, Indigenous employment is highly concentrated in agriculture,
forestry, fishing, and labor-intensive occupations, with a relatively high proportion of
self-employment. Government-provided temporary employment plays an important
role in employment support, while household caregiving expenditures display a
polarized distribution. With respect to education and culture, Indigenous households in
Nantou County demonstrate consistent and substantive investment in educational
expenditures, indicating a strong emphasis on children’s education.

Institutional comparisons at both the county and township levels further reveal that
Nantou County’s economic development policies rely primarily on one-time or
performance-oriented incentive mechanisms, and that the scope and intensity of social
welfare and education-related support remain limited compared to those of some other
counties and townships. Based on these findings, this study proposes policy
recommendations across the three dimensions examined and emphasizes that future
policy implementation should balance administrative capacity, political feasibility, and
the actual needs of Indigenous communities. It also suggests that future research
integrate public opinion surveys and qualitative methods, and gradually introduce
deliberative and participatory governance mechanisms to enhance policy

responsiveness, legitimacy, and sustainability.

Keywords: Nantou County Government; Indigenous Peoples; Economic
Development; Social Welfare; Education and Culture
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